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Test format - a brief overview

Cambridge English: A2 Key is comprised of three papers:
Reading & Writing, Listening, and Speaking.

Paper Duration | Overview
, Reading: 5 parts (30 questions in total)
Reading & Witing GO'mine Writing: 2 parts (2 questions in total)
Listening 30 mins 5 parts (25 questions in total)
Speaking 8-10 mins 2 parts (led by an examiner)
Test description

PAPER 1: READING & WRITING

Part | Content | Format , Focus
Reading

Six short texts (emails, Three-cBtion miltinle: Questions test
Part1 notices, messages, etc.) P P candidates’ overall

questions 1-6

referring to a range of
everyday topics.

choice questions (one
per text).

understanding of short
texts.

Multiple matching
exercise in which

Questions assess
candidates’ ability

questions 14-18

feelings or personal
opinions.

choice questions.

Part 2 Three related short : o
. candidates must match |to locate specific
questions 7-13 texts. g : ;
three descriptions to information and
seven questions. understand details.
A longer text that Questions test
Part3 expresses attitudes, Three-option multiple- | candidates’ ability to

understand main ideas
and specific details.

Part4

A short factual text.

Three-option multiple-

Questions test
candidates’ knowledge
of vocabulary (and

as well).

questions 19-24 choice cloze. .
occasionally grammar
too).
Questions test
A SHoT emailiand candidates’ knowledge
Fart> sometimes its response |Open cloze Shgrammsrand
questions 25-30 P ' structural patterns at

phrase, sentence or
paragraph level.




Writing
. : Candidates are asked to | This question tests
A short rubric or email ; . BT
. . ’ produce a short, written | candidates’ ability to
Part6 detailing a situation and S -
. communication of 25 or | communicate through
question 31 three prompts to help ; .
S A — more words, covering an authentic, short
P P the points provided. written message.
Candidates are asked to ; .
This question tests
Part7 , produce a story of 35 or . L
. Three picture prompts. candidates’ ability to
question 32 more words based on . ,
, write short narratives.
the picture prompts.

PAPER 2: LISTENING*

Part1
questions 1-5

Content

Five short, neutral or
informal dialogues
taken from everyday
situations.

Format

Three-option multiple-
choice questions based
on pictures (one per
dialogue).

Questions test
candidates’ ability to
locate key information.

A gapped summary

Questions require

questions 11-15

neutral dialogue.

choice questions.

Part2 An informal or neutral " candidates to listen for
: in note-form for ro :
questions 6-10 monologue. ; specific and detailed
completion. : 2
information.
Questions test
Part3 A longer, informal or Three-option multiple- | candidates’

understanding of
detailed information.

Five short, neutral or

Three-option multiple-

Questions test

questions 21-25

dialogue.

matching five items to
eight options.

Part4 informal monologues choice questions candidates’ ability to
questions 16-20 | or dialogues taken from | (one per monologue/ locate the main idea, the
everyday situations. dialogue). gist or the topic.
Multiple matching Questions test
Part5 A longer, informal exercise that involves candidates’

understanding of
detailed information.

* In the exam, each recording is heard twice.




PAPER 3: SPEAKING

Part

Part1
3-4 mins

l Content

Standardised personal
questions on everyday
topics.

| Format

Interaction between
anexaminer and a
candidate.

Focus

This part tests
candidates’ ability to
answer simple, factual
questions about
themselves.

Part 2
5-6 mins

A conversation based
on visual prompts,
followed by extension
questions on the same
topic.

Interaction between
candidates, and also
between the examiner
and the candidates.

This part tests
candidates’ ability to
carry on a conversation,
compare, describe and
express opinion.

Scoring Cambridge English: A2 Key

In the test, each of the four skills (Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking) is worth 25% of the

final mark.
READING & WRITING questions 1-30 are worth 1 mark each
questions 31-32 are worth 15 marks each
Total: 60 marks (adjusted to 50%)
LISTENING questions 1-25 are worth 1 mark each
Total: 25 marks
SPEAKING candidates are assessed out of 25 for the whole paper

Total: 25 marks

Detailed instructions on how to score Cambridge English: A2 Key can be found at
http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/
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Training Section
PART |

Reading and Writing Part 1 tests how well you understand short texts.

Exam description

You will read 6 short texts, such as notices, signs, emails or text messages. Next to each text, you
will find 3 sentences, sometimes including a question (e.g. Who is this message for? or What is
this message asking students to do?). You will then have to read these sentences and choose the
one that has the same meaning as the information in the text.

For mach question 16, choose the best answes (A, or 0

THE GOLD RING
TODAY ONLY

| All sliver bracelets

Where would you find this text?

12. Read the texts. What kind of texts are they? Write 1-5.
notice: D D sign: D [:] advert: D
: [te]

Please don’t You can get a lot

Ambulance : ‘ ‘
entrance only leave wr?hout of 1nformat10n by
No cars allowed cleaning looking at each
® paintbrushes text carefully. Is it
and tables. anotice, a sign, an
1. | 2. Thank you. email, etc.? Where

would you find it?




TRAINING SECTION - READING & WRITING « PART 1

F
Take all your
rubhish:uith Watch found in
3. you. Let others 5. women's toilets
enjoy the sun
an!dysea too! Contact Coach
(bl TN PR VOLLEYBALL Marley

GAME
Only a few tickets left
Click here to book

1b. Where would you find the texts in activity 1a? Match them with the options
A-H. There are three extra options which you do not need to use. Which words
helped you decide? Underline them.

1. |:| A. sports centre
B. website
2.[ ] C. lake
D. school cafeteria
3 D E. hospital
4. |:| F.art room
G. pharmacy
5. D H. beach

Why is this person writing?

2. Read the text message and answer the questions.

1. Who wrote the message?

Hi Lisal . [f thetextisan
My cousin Tony 2. Who is the message for?

and | are going
camping next

email or a text
message, ask

3. Who is goi ing? ko SIS
you have a tent o i. .
| could borrow? 4. Who might have a tent? Why aid they
Meg write it?

Whoisit for?
5. What should Lisa do?
Choose A, B or C.
A. give Meg her camping
equipment back
B. let Meg know about
something
C. join Meg on her trip

(o]




